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thing to be described in a woman. Her brains
they do not mention. " In face she is pleasing,
rather than beautiful. Her figure is tall and well-
proportioned. She has a good complexion,
beautiful eyes, and above all beautiful hands."
" She is a person of most pure complexion, of
the goodliest stature of well-shaped women, with
limbs proportioned in the best sort/* " She
resembles her father more than did Queen Mary ",
and this writer adds rather causally, " She is
esteemed no less fair in mind than she is in
body". He greatly under-estimated the im-
portance of her intelligence.
How much mistaken this idea was can be seen
from later despatches, when one wrote in fierce
helpless mortification: " This woman is a devil",
and another, " There is more dissimulation in her
than honesty; she is the best hand at the game
of living ". The general impression came to be
that of the French ambassador, who said, " She
can act any part she pleases ", and the Spaniards
agreed and wrote, " With her all is falsehood and
vanity. . . . She must have a hundred thousand
devils in her body". But this was when they
realized that she could outwit them and beat them
at their own game.
In addition, they did not think England, any
more than her Queen, of very great importance.
England was to the great powers of the continent
only a small, rather backward, country. Her
new ruler had no relations in any of the great